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  Recreating the Past: Archaeology in N
orthw

est H
onduras is a w

eb resource that illustrates m
any of the 

kinds of inform
ation and analytical strategies that archaeologists use to interpret the past.  T

he data are 
real, draw

n from
 John H

enderson’s long-term
 investigations in the low

er U
lúa valley. 

 T
his exercise is designed to introduce the interface and the kinds of data to w

hich it gives access.  It 
provides the tools for a series of problem

s in analysis and interpretation of archaeological data. 
 T

he system
 requires that your brow

ser have the F
lash 6 plug-in.  If you do not have that version, go to the 

M
acrom

edia w
ebsite <

http://w
w

w
.m

acrom
edia.com

/dow
nloads>

 and dow
nload it. 

 G
o to the m

ain page <
http://instruct6.cit.cornell.edu:13000/m

ain.htm
>

 w
hich provides a capsule overview

 
of Recreating the Past.  Y

ou can also link to it from
 the A

rch
100 C

ou
rseIn

fo w
eb

 site under E
xtern

al 
L

in
k

s. 
F

rom
 here you can follow

 links to  
1 

a series of pages w
ith inform

ation on the valley, the history of archaeological investigations 
there, and the larger M

aya and M
esoam

erican cultural spheres of w
hich it is a part 

2 
a set of m

ap-based tools for exploring the natural environm
ent of the valley and the 

distribution of archaeological sites and features w
ithin it (F

lash
 M

ap
 T

ool) 
3 

a set of tools for exploring the data from
 individual sites and for com

paring sets of sites (S
ite 

E
xp

lorer) 
 E

xp
lore th

e M
ap

 T
ool’s m

ap
 layers 

G
oal: Becom

e acquainted w
ith the interface and get a feel for the geography of the valley. 

W
hat does the valley look like geographically?   D

o you see any patterns betw
een the distribution of sites 

and features such as rivers, lakes, valley edges etc.? 
 C

lick on the F
lash M

ap T
ool link.  A

 m
ap of the low

er U
lúa valley displays in the center of the screen 

w
ith dots representing archaeological sites.  T

he T
oolbox at the upper left allow

s you to zoom
 in or out 

(m
agnifying glasses, crosshair zoom

 box, reset button), to change the size of the circles that represent 
archaeological sites (increase, decrease and reset), and to display detailed data from

 individual sites 
(shovel tool).  E

xperim
ent w

ith the zoom
 and sym

bol size tools. 
 T

he M
ap L

ayers box at the upper right w
orks like a geographic inform

ation system
 (G

IS
) program

, 
allow

ing you to view
 the valley in different w

ays.  Y
ou can turn on site labels w

ith the check box at the 
bottom

 of the m
enu.  T

he labels display the site codes used by the Instituto H
ondureño de A

ntropología e 
H

istoria, w
hich lists sites by the D

epartm
ento (S

tate) in w
hich they are located.  S

ites in the w
estern and 

southern parts of the valley are in C
ortés (C

R
nnn); those in the east are in Y

oro (Y
R

nnn).  T
he default 

view
 displays a sm

all-scale (1:250,000) topographic m
ap of the valley.  Y

ou can turn on larger-scale 
(1:50,000) topographic m

aps of the central part of the valley, a satellite im
age, a m

ap of elevation zones; 
and schem

atic representations of geom
orphic zones (roughly equivalent to distinct environm

ental 
subareas), rivers and lakes, and abandoned channels (form

er channels of the m
ajor rivers).  S

lider bars 

allow
 you to “dim

” selected layers to see how
 various features correspond.  E

xperim
ent w

ith various 
com

binations. 
 G

rap
h

ically m
ap

 arch
aeological d

ata 

 G
oal:  G

raphically represent different types of archaeological data. 
D

o you see any patterns?  D
o som

e sites seem
 to “stand out” from

 the others? 
H

int:  Look at site # C
R372 

 T
he M

ap D
ata box at the low

er left allow
s you to graphically “m

ap” the  distributions of different kinds 
of architectural features and artifacts as w

ell as the distribution of sites.  T
he default selection is A

ll S
ites, 

w
hich displays the locations.   

S
elect A

rchitecture.  T
he site circles on the m

ap now
 indicate w

hich sites have dressed stone construction, 
architectural ornam

entation, ball courts, and stelae according to the color codes in the L
egend box.  Y

ou 
can turn the individual features on and off w

ith the check boxes.  E
xperim

ent w
ith the other selections in 

the M
ap D

ata box.  L
inks in the L

egend box explain the features w
hose distributions are displayed. 

 E
xp

lore an
 in

d
ivid

u
al site in

 greater d
etail 

G
oal:  You can view

 m
ore inform

ation on  a specific site in “Site Explorer” by using the “dig” (shovel) 
tool. 
View

 the site plans, site im
ages, artifact im

ages and site data. 
 S

elect A
ll S

ites and turn labels on.  Z
oom

 in on the central part of the valley until you see C
R

035 (partly 
obscured behind another label until you zoom

 in far enough).  S
elect the shovel tool.  M

ove it over the 
C

R
035 circle (not the label) and click on the site code link in the yellow

 box that pops up (if you click in 
the w

rong place and get a link other than C
R

035, click on close and try again.   
 S

ite E
xplorer opens to the page for C

R
035, T

ravesía.  S
elect the A

ll S
ites link at the bottom

 of the m
enu 

on the left; the S
ite E

xplorer m
ain page opens; you could have gone directly here from

 the link on the 
Recreating the Past m

ain page.  F
rom

 here you can brow
se site plans and photos; plans, profiles, and 

photos of excavations and im
ages of artifacts.  Y

ou can also com
pare profiles and data from

 different 
sites.  C

lick on C
om

pare S
ites.  O

n the com
parer page, select C

R
035 and C

R
157; you could turn off som

e 
of the data categories, but leave them

 all checked; click on subm
it.  A

 table appears show
ing the 

corresponding inform
ation for each site.  Y

ou could click on C
om

pare S
ites again to m

ake another 
selection.   
 C

lick on the S
ingle S

ite link; select the C
R

035 link from
 the list; the T

ravesía page opens.  C
lick on the 

P
lans link under S

ite V
iew

s.  T
hum

bnail im
ages of three m

aps of T
ravesía appear.  C

lick on the 
thum

bnail on the left to display the full-size im
age of the site plan by D

oris S
tone w

ho excavated at 
T

ravesía in the 1930s and 1940s.  C
lick on the P

hotos link to display thum
bnails of view

s of T
ravesía; 

again, clicking on the thum
bnail displays the full-size im

age.  L
ook at the E

xcavation P
rofile, w

hich has a 
draw

ing of the stratigraphy in excavation unit 83A
1 at T

ravesía and a table show
ing the frequencies of 

key types of artifacts recovered from
 each level.  Y

ou w
ill use this profile in a later problem

.  E
xplore the 

A
rtifacts links (the other links on the m

enu are not operational yet). 
E

xplore the inform
ation links from

 the m
ain page, and the features of S

ite E
xplorer at your leisure. 

T
his tool w

ill be used for subsequent exercises. 


